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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith's Mother who is 


recovering from surgery, He has taken 


her home.


Bro. Anthony Petrochko's recovery


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


Our many members who will be traveling


over the holidays 


_____________________________


Ladies Bible class


2nd Tuesday of the month


7:30 PM at the Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 1-----Jason Gaston	


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 5-----Steve Huff


2nd Prayer----Drew Bowman


Scripture Reading---Troy Halt


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader-------Michael Burke


2nd Prayer------Wes Guyton


Scripture Reading-Jeff Lacquement


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Jeff Lacquement


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Troy Halt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


Invitation---Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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GOALS AND RESOULTIONS 





   It is that time again when we look back at the past year to assess our efforts to improve our lot in life. Some of our goals are met, some are not, and others, while not failures, are just not as good as we would like them to be. As a result, we set new goals and resolve to do whatever it takes to achieve them. We think in terms of our eating habits, weight loss, work ethics, breaking bad habits, spending more time with our family, being nicer to our spouse etc.- typically those things that would make us healthier and happier with our lives. 


   All of these things are worthwhile goals and we should try to accomplish the ones that effect us. There is, however, one goal that should be first and foremost in the life of every Christian as we face a new year, and that is to be more Christ like in all that we do.


   As I consider my resolution to achieve this goal I would like to share with you some thoughts I have to help me do so. Maybe they will just work for all.


Show more love for God: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. (Matt 22:37) For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments (I John 5: 2)


Show more love to one another: A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have love you, that ye also love one another. (John 13:34) In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; in honor preferring one another;  (Rom 12:10)


needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Spend more time in study of God's word: Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 


(2 Tim 2:15)


Spend more time in prayer: pray without ceasing; 


(1 Thess. 5:17) The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (James 5:16)





Cont. on page 3








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








spoke of selfish ambition. Perhaps he was just trying rather ineptly to discharge the tension which Jesus' preceding remarks had left at the table.  Whatever the case, it is evident from the parable it occasioned that the Lord was not impressed.





The feast of God


The "certain man" of the parable who prepared a great supper is God.  And the parable reminds us that the feast of love and joy which God wishes us to share with Him has been long in preparation.  It is the "kingdom prepared…from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 25:34), and now "in the fullness of time" (Galatians 4:4) God has come to live among His people and invites us to come and rejoice with Him!  It is the feast of all feasts.  If you never attend another supper, this is the one you must not miss.


     And yet those first invited are indifferent!  The parable speaks to how little, in spite of their words, the scribes and Pharisees valued the kingdom of God.  It also explains why Jesus was most frequently found among people most unlike themselves--poor and desperate outcasts.


     The kingdom of God is a kingdom of grace.  Those who feel their lives full will have no room nor longing for the bread of God.  In their smug self-content they will on the other hand receive the invitation of heaven with the gladness of the desperate.





An incredible response


The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it.  I ask you to have me excused.'  Still another said, 'I have bought five





     Then He said to him, 'A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, "Come, for all things are now ready."  But they all with one accord began to make excuses…'" (Luke 14:16-18).


     It was the winter before He died, likely in Judea or Perea, and Jesus was at a large Sabbath feast in the house of an unnamed chief Pharisee.  He healed a man suffering from a debilitating heart disease, challenging any to object, but the other guests, eminent people, Pharisees and lawyers, watching Jesus with a critical eye (Luke 14:1) were evidently singularly and astonishingly unimpressed.


     And He was watching them, too, observing who was there (not the poor and needy) and how they scrambled for the most prominent seats.  Their values were distorted by greed and selfishness.  He warned them that this kind of self-exaltation would lead to a humiliating end while a humble spirit would at least bring honor (14:8-11). And He urged them to move beyond their selfish cultivation of a tight circle of relatives and rich neighbors, and reach out to entertain those who in their need were powerless to reciprocate (14:12-14).


     It was at this point in the dinner conversation that some well-intentioned but clueless soul observed enthusiastically, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God" (verse 15).  It is not apparent from the text just exactly what kind of bread the spokesman had in mind or how much it still, in spite of all that Jesus had said, 





The Great Supper


By Paul Earnhart





The feast of love and joy which God wishes us to share with Him has been long in preparation








" yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them.  I ask you to have me excused.'  Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come'" (14:18-20).


The response of this man's neighbors and friends is both unnatural and improbable.  People just do not spurn at the last minute a great dinner prepared at great expense by a man of wealth and importance for the pleasure of his friends.  Every lesser matter would be cleared from the calendar and nothing save an "act of God" would keep them away.  That is exactly how those invited to the feast at which they and Jesus were now sitting had behaved.  The guests cherished the honor being done them and found the chief seats to be a source of special distinction.  They had no doubt come on time and thoroughly prepared.  It is, therefore, inconceivable that any guest so invited would excuse themselves.  It was an absurd situation and it was to reveal it as such that Jesus framed this parable.


The situation in the parable corresponded exactly to the situation of the nation of Israel.  They, like the men of the parable, had been told long since by the prophets of the coming of the kingdom of God and like these men they were being told of its immediate approach by the preaching of both John and Jesus--"the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:2; 4:17).  And yet for all their supposed delight in that kingdom, when the reign of heaven came near they were wholly unwilling to receive it.  In fact, as the present situation demonstrated, they could sit down with its very King and not know it!








�
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Give more to God: (Let) each man (do) according as he hath purposed in his heart: not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. (I Cor.9: 7)


Do any work required for His cause:


Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.  (I Cor. 15: 58) Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Matt 5:16)


Be prudent in worship: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Heb. 10: 25)


Give all diligence to: add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.(II Peter 1: 5-8)





May God help us to achieve these goals!





			JP


______________________________





When you don't worship God regularly, you cheat yourself of the joy of being more like Him.


		Dee Bowman





Happy New Year!











